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NEWMAN 
CATHOLIC

Helping students grow in their faith 
through spiritual, social and community 

outreach activities

Try Daily Mass

Celebrate with us during the week 
at the Newman Center Chapel! 

Mass will be at 4:45 p.m. on Mon-
day and Tuesday, 

9 p.m. Thursday, and at noon on 
Wednesday and Friday.

“It is necessary to enter 
into real friendship with 
Jesus in a personal rela-
tionship with him and not 
to know who Jesus is only 
from others or from books, 
but to live an ever deeper 
relationship with Jesus, 
where we can begin to un-
derstand what he is asking 
of  us.”

Pope 
Benedict 

XVI

Praying Through Pain
Remaining thankful despite 

hardships n Page 3



In September 1928 a young 
woman left her home in 
Albania to become a for-

eign missionary. Soon after she 
joined the Sisters of  Loreto in 
Ireland. 

That same year, she was giv-
en an assignment in Calcutta to 
teach at St. Mary School for girls. 
Along her journey people were 
captivated by her charity, hard 
work, courage, and selflessness. As 
she grew closer to the Lord, she 
received her “Call within a call.” 
The Lord asked her to “Come be 
His light,” and after a period of  
discernment she established the 
Missionaries of  Charity.

This religious community 
dedicated their service to the 
poor. Over the years she re-
mained faithful to the Lord and 
used the sacraments as “tools” 
to grow closer to him. Addition-
ally, her community continued to 
grow with the help of  other sisters 
and her former students. As you 
may have guessed, this woman is 
none other than Blessed Mother 
Teresa. 

Now, ten years after her death, 
her witness still resignates in the 
hearts of  many believers and 

non-believers. Her mission was 
so beautiful because Mother Te-
resa and the other sisters became 
servants as they lead the “poorest 
of  the poor” to Christ.

In Matthew 20:26-28 the 
Lord says, “Whoever wishes to 
become great among you shall 
be your servant, and whoever 
wishes to be first among you shall 
be your slave; just as the Son of  
Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many.” 

Jesus calls each one us to lead 
His people through service, just 
like Him and Blessed Mother Te-
resa. So you might ask, “Where 

do I begin?” 
Well, first you can start off  by 

looking at the many gifts and tal-
ents God has given you.

There are so many different 
opportunities to use your talents 
and gifts to lead others to Christ 
through service in His name. For 
example, here at Newman, if  you 
are a talented singer or musician 
you can join the choir. If  you 
like to volunteer you can join the 
community service committee in 
one of  their service projects with 
the Food Bank or Good Counsel 
Homes. Additionally, if  you’re 
a good listener you can help a 
friend or family member in need.

The way we are called to 
serve is different, but how are we 
responding to call? See, the beau-
tiful thing is as we serve others in 
His name, we have the opportu-
nity to help them grow closer to 
Him and do the same ourselves! 

My position as Treasurer of  
Newman over the past 3 years 
has helped me to go deeper in 
my relationship with Him. While 
reflecting on my experience with 
service in Him I can’t help but 
feel blessed and grateful. 

Through “emptying” myself  
to others, as a student leader I 
have grown as a person and re-
ceived many graces. Additionally, 
He has given me the strength to 
lead others to Him through ser-
vice not only here at Newman, 
but amongst my friends, family, 
and community at home as well.

In closing, Lord, we ask you to 
help us to be ready to do your will 
and say “Speak, for your servant 
is listening (Sam 3:10).” Mother 
Teresa did just this and led thou-
sands of  people to Christ through 
her service.

How will YOU lead others to 
Christ?
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Newman Catholic Campus Ministry Campus 
Office - The Class II Organization of the SGA has an 
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in the Center for Student Involvement. 
Phone/Fax - You can reach us by phone: (973) 746-
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Newman Catholic Campus Ministry

Using Your Talents To Become A Servant

Veronica Haegele
Newman Treasurer

The beautiful thing is as we 
serve others in His name, we 
have the opportunity to help 
them grow closer to Him and do 
the same ourselves.

{
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WHO IS NEWMAN? 
Newman? No - not the 

nemesis of Jerry from the TV 
show Seinfeld. We are named 
after BLESSED JOHN HENRY 
CARDINAL NEWMAN. 

Over the last century on 
many secular colleges and 
universities around the world, 
centers have been founded 
to meet the spiritual needs 
of the Catholic people as 
well as to be a voice in the 
dialogue between the Church 
and the secular world on 

these campuses. 
These centers are named 

after Blessed John Henry 
Cardinal Newman. Newman 
lived in the 19th Century, was 
a professor, became a con-
vert to the Catholic faith and 
is still remembered among 
many things as a holy priest. 

Among the many theo-
logical writings he did was 
“The Idea of the University” 
a series of essays where he 
observed that the University 
and the Church are driven by 

the same goal - the search 
for the universal truth. 

WHAT IS NEWMAN? 
The NEWMAN CATHOLIC 

CAMPUS MINISTRY has been 
an active or- ganization at 
Montclair State University 
for over 50 years. Our mis-
sion is to help students grow 
in their faith through spiritual, 
social and community out-
reach programs. We do this 
through helping each other 
deepen their relationship with 
Jesus Christ and the Catho-

lic Church which he founded. 
We are sponsored, funded 
and operated by the ROMAN 
CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF 
NEWARK. We are chartered 
as a CLASS II ORGANIZATION 
OF THE STUDENT GOVERN-
MENT ASSOCIATION and are 
a recognized active partners 
with the University on many 
committees and initiatives. 

About the Newman Catholic Campus Ministry at MSU

By Patrick Rivera
FOCUS President

Yesterday I received 
news my Aunt Laurie 
had been diagnosed 

with stage four cancer. About 
two weeks ago we discovered 
she had tumors throughout her 
body, and yesterday it was con-
firmed those tumors were can-
cerous. 

This news shot a whole 
through our entire family’s 
heart, but most especially my 
mother’s. Because now her 
younger sister and also mother 
of  five joined her in a misery 
and pain she had been fight-
ing herself; my mother is in her 
fourth year of  fighting stage 
four cancer. The more I’ve 
thought about this disaster, the 
more I dwell in it. 

Do you ever find your 
mind and heart to be aching 
even though you know you’re 
blessed? Lately mine have. 
I have a beautiful wife and 
daughter, and the joy they bring 
me I know is the infallible pres-
ence of  God’s love. In short I 
know I am blessed. 

But even with those blessings, 
I am at times estranged and to 
some extent empty. Ironically I 
can hear God each morning in 
prayer speaking, “Patrick, you 
are exactly where you are sup-
posed to be.” My response to 
these words, “Why? What do 
you ask of  me from here?”

Lately I have stretched my-
self. I am a servant of  God, 
and my servitude has called me 
to you. Each of  you students 
– most particularly you men – I 
have been called to serve. And 
because my missionary work 
isn’t a 9 to 5 job, my schedule 
can be very inconsistent. Some-
times it is easier for me to dwell 
in my disasters instead of  count 
my blessings. However, at the 
end of  the day when I lay in 
bed with Margot, and at last am 
at peace I realize my blessings. I 
want to be more like Zacchaeus 
by knowing I need Christ and 

accepting His offerings instead 
of  bombarding Him with 
“why’s and what’s” (which by 
the way is called questioning 
God).

If  you notice in the Gospel 
reading this week, Zacchaeus 
sees Christ and is transfixed 
by Him. He probably thought, 
“Who is this man? Jesus the 
Christ? I must meet Him. I 
NEED to meet Him!” 

We know very little about 
Zacchaeus except that he was a 
short man, a tax collector and 
a sinner, yet Christ was imme-
diately his vision. Out of  no-

where Jesus became his “Pearl 
of  Great Price,” and Christ saw 
his authentic yearning heart. 
From that moment on it is safe 
to say Zacchaeus was forever 
changed.

 We should strive to be more 
like Zacchaeus and try to meet 
Christ each day instead of  seek-
ing Him when we are down in 
the dumps. 

So often we do things that 
make sense to us and ask God 
to bless our actions and come 
alongside our plans, rather than 
looking at the things God prom-
ises to bless and acting along-
side of  them. We should know 
that God’s blessing will inevita-
bly follow when we are poor in 
spirit, in need of  mercy, hungry, 
persecuted, and empty.

But sometimes we would 
rather have a God who con-
forms to our logic than conform 
our logic to the God whose wis-
dom is a stumbling block to our 
plans, and even supposed disas-
ters.

When my mom sat with 
her sister Laurie after receiv-
ing the news from the doctors 
she took Laurie’s head and 
placed it on her shoulder, and 
they wept together. My mom 
later told me, “God needed 
me to be there with her, and 
we needed each other.” 

I don’t know about you, but 
I consider that a blessing.

Photo courtesy of Patrick Rivera
Patrick Rivera with his mom, Patricia.

Aching through your blessings
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SUN

31
Oct.

MON

01
Nov.

TUE

Nov.

WED

Nov.

THU

Nov.

31st 
Sunday in 
Ordinary 
Time

4:45 p.m. 
Mass 

- Newman 
Chapel

4:45 p.m. 
Mass 

- Newman 
Chapel

Noon 
Mass 

- Newman 
Chapel

9 p.m. 
Mass 

- Newman 
Chapel

6:30 PM - Retreat 
Planning Meeting
7:30 PM - Do you 
sing, or play an in-
strument?  Join Bruce 
our music director for 
rehearsal before Mass 
- Student Center - Caf-
eteria B & C.
7:30 PM - Sacrament 
of Reconciliation - 
Confessions are heard 
in the Student Center 
Café
8:30 PM - CATHO-
LIC SUNDAY MASS  - 
Student Center - Caf-
eteria B & C

11:00 AM - Holy Hour - 
Newman Center Chapel
6:00 PM - FOCUS 
Bible Study - Women 
(Freshmen & Sopho-
mores) - Newman 
Center
7:00 PM - FOCUS 
Bible Study - Women 
(Juniors & Seniors) - 
Student Center Cafe
8:30 PM - Eboard 
Meeting - Student 
Center

TESTIMONY TUES-
DAY to follow - stay 
after Mass for a brief wit-
ness talk, some dinner 
sponsored by our FO-
CUS missionaries
9:00 AM - Holy Hour - 
Newman Center Chapel
3:00 PM - FOCUS Bi-
ble Study- Men’s (Juniors 
& Seniors) - Newman 
Center
8:00 PM – BINDER 
NIGHT- help our eboard 
make a binder of all 
Newman Events from 
the previous month - 
Newman Center
9:00 PM - FOCUS - Bi-
ble Study - Men (Fresh-
men & Sophomores) 
Café Diem

9:00 AM - Holy Hour 
- Newman Center 
Chapel
Noon - BYOL - Bring 
Your Own Lunch!  Af-
ter Mass, hang out with 
some friends and have 
lunch at the Student 
Center
2:00 PM - FOCUS 
Bible Study- Men’s 
(Juniors & Seniors) 
- Newman Center
4:15 PM - FOCUS 
Bible Study - Women 
(Juniors & Seniors) 
- Café Diem
7:00 PM - Retreat 
Team Holy Hour/Final 
Preparation Meeting 
- Newman Center

4:30 PM - FOCUS Bible 
Study - Women (Freshman 
& Sophomores) - New-
man Center
6:00 PM - FOCUS Bible 
Study- Men’s (Juniors & Se-
niors) - Newman Center
7:30 PM - FOCUS Bible 
Study - Women (Juniors 
& Seniors) - Newman 
Center; FOCUS - Bible 
Study - Men (Freshmen & 
Sophomores) - Newman 
Center
9:00 PM - Daily Mass fol-
lowed by EUCHARISTIC 
HOLY HOUR - Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament 
and Confessions are heard 
from 9:30 -10:30  pm in 
the Newman Center Cha-
pel

Today’s Readings: 
Wisdom 11:22 -- 12:2; 
Psalm 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-
14; 2 Thessalonians 1:11 
-- 2:2; Luke 19:1-10
Monday: Revelation 
7:2-4, 9-14; Psalm 24:1-
6; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 
5:1-12
Tuesday: Wisdom 3:1-
9; Psalm 27:1, 4, 7-9, 
13-14; Romans 5:5-11; 
John 11:17-27
Wednesday: Philippi-
ans 2:12-18; Psalm 27:1, 
4, 13-14; Luke 14:25-33
Thursday: Philippians 
3:3-8; Psalm 105:2-7; 
Luke 15:1-10
Friday: Wisdom 3:1-
9; Psalm 23:1-6; John 
6:37-40
Saturday: Philippians 
4:10-19; Psalm 112:1-2, 
5-6, 8-9;  Luke 16:9-15
Nov. 7: 2 Maccabees 
7:1-2, 9-14; Psalm 17:1, 
5-6, 8, 15; 2 Thessalo-
nians 2:16 -- 3:5; Luke 
20:27-3819:1-10

FRI

05
Nov.

Noon 
Mass 

- Newman 
Chapel

9:00 AM - Holy Hour - 
Newman Center Chapel
5:30 PM - Bus De-
parts from Red Hawk 
Diner for the start 
of the MONT-APO 
(Montclair-Ramapo) 
Newman Catholic 
HOLY HALL OF FAME 
RETREAT, Mount Man-
ressa Retreat Center, 
Staten Isalnd, NY

SAT

06
Nov.

No Mass 
on cam-
pus today

Holy Hall of 
Fame Retreat 
continues.  

Does reading 
this make you 
sad you didn’t 
sign up? Don’t 

make the 
same mistake 
next semester!

SUN

07
Nov.

32nd 
Sunday in 
Ordinary 
Time

1:00 PM - Bus returns 
from Retreat Center to 
MSU
7:30 PM - Do you 
sing, or play an in-
strument?  Join Bruce 
our music director for 
rehearsal before Mass 
- Student Center - Caf-
eteria B & C.
7:30 PM - Sacrament 
of Reconciliation - 
Confessions are heard 
in the Student Center 
Café
8:30 PM - CATHO-
LIC SUNDAY MASS  - 
Student Center - Caf-
eteria B & C

ALL SAINTS DAY ALL SOULS DAY

0302 04

SAT

13
Nov.

Upcoming 
event

Community 
Service 
Event

at Good 
Counsel 
Homes

TO REGISTER 
FOR FOCUS 

CONFERENCE 
2011 - Please see 
one of  our Focus 

Missionaries


