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Dear Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ:

Over the last few months 
we’ve had several discussions 
on what it means to be “Pro-
Life” - why this “issue” is so 
important to us as Catholic-
Christians.  In recent weeks, 

we’ve been explaining in the 
bulletin and at Mass what the 
so-called “Freedom of Choice 
Act” (FOCA) is and asking for 
your assistance in letting our 
government leaders (remem-
ber - they work for US!) Why 
we are opposed to it and for 

them to vote against any such 
legislation or variations of it.

Already, President Obama 
has signed an executive order 
which will allow the use of our 
tax dollars to groups that will  

Still time to make voice heard

Fr. Jim Chern

*Words of a Saint:
“Love is patient, love is kind.“ - Saint Paul

See Fr. Jim, page 4

By Pru Welch

Five years ago, I 
thought I was help-
ing my best friend. 

She had come to me terrifi ed 
and in tears, just minutes after 
taking a home pregnancy test. 
She was pregnant at 18, just 

after high school graduation, 
with her on and off  again 
boyfriend’s child. I was 17 
when my friend came to me in 
a crisis, and I failed her.

My friend couldn’t bring 
herself to actually make the 
appointment, but being the 
strong and supportive friend, 
I made the call for her. When 
the baby’s father couldn’t take 
off  work to go with her, I was 

the one to drive her to the 
clinic. While waiting, for what 
seemed like an eternity, I went 
for a drive to buy a book, as 
I left the clinic I saw a small 
group, holding signs, and 
praying. I remember thinking, 
‘Th ank Goodness [my friend] 
didn’t see them’ 

At 17 I knew what most 17 
year olds know about abor-

An unforgotten child

See Silent, page 3

Embracing life after 
an agonizing silence



SPECIAL MASS - FOR SUPER BOWL 
WEEKEND

6:30 PM - Come as you are Choir - Stu-
dent Center Café B & C
6:30 - 7:15 - Confessions heard in the 
Student center 
7:30 PM - Anticipated Sunday Mass - Stu-
dent Center Café B & C (note:  there will 
not be a Mass Sunday evening)

Notice - NO SUNDAY EVENING MASS 
THIS WEEK
5:30 PM - Super Bowl Party - Newman 
Center - RSVP online on our facebook 
group

4:30 PM - ROSARY - Newman Center
5:00 PM - DAILY MASS - Newman 
Center

3:30 PM - Conversations on Faith and 
Spirituality - Led by Professor Lisa Sargese 
of the Philosophy and Religion Depart-

ment
4:30 PM - ROSARY - Newman Center
5:00 PM - DAILY MASS - Newman Center
9:00 PM - EBOARD Meeting - Student 
Center

11:30 AM - ROSARY - Newman Center
Noon - DAILY MASS - Newman Center
9:15 PM - Newman Book Club - Join us 
as we finish reading “Silent Witnesses 
in the Gospel” - whether you’ve ever 
been to a meeting before or not, you’re 
welcome!  Newman Center

11:30 AM - ROSARY - Newman Center
NOON - DAILY MASS - Newman Center
12:30 PM - Thursday’s with FJ - Join your 
fellow Newmaners and Fr. Jim for Lunch in 
the Student Center Cafeteria

4:00 - 7:00 PM: Tune in to listen to 
Fr. Jim on his weekly radio appearance 
on Lino Rulli’s “The Catholic Guy Show” 
heard on SIRIUS/XM Satellite Radio’s “The 

Catholic Channel” (Sirius Sat Radio Chan-
nel 159 and XM Sat Radio Channel 117)

6:30 PM - Retreat Team Meeting
7:30 PM - COME AS YOU ARE CHOIR - If 
you sing or play an instrument, join Bruce 
our Music director in learning the music 
for this evenings Mass - Student Center 
- Cafe B & C
7:30 PM- 8:15 PM - Sacrament of 
Reconciliation - Confessions heard in the 
Student Center Cafe
8:30 PM - CATHOLIC SUNDAY MASS - Stu-
dent Center Cafe B & C

SATURDAY, JAN. 31

GROUNDHOG DAY, FEB. 2

THURSDAY, FEB. 5

SUNDAY, FEB. 8
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NEWMAN???  No - not 
that guy from “Seinfeld.” 
We are named after JOHN 
HENRY CARDINAL NEW-
MAN a convert to the 
Catholic Faith in England 
during the nineteenth 
century. 

Among the many 
writings 
Cardinal 
Newman 
authored 
was an 
essay 
entitled 
“The Idea 
of the 
Univer-
sity.”  
In that 
essay, he 
observed 
that one 
common 
bond 
between 
Univer-
sities 
and the 

Catholic Church is that 
they both search for 
universal truth. 

Because of Cardinal 
Newman’s interest and 
hope that there would be 
greater dialogue between 
the secular world and 
the Catholic faith NEW-
MAN became the name of 
many Catholic ministries 
on the campuses of col-
leges and universities 
throughout the world. 

As the NEWMAN 
CATHOLIC CAMPUS MIN-
ISTRY here at Montclair 
State University, our 
purpose is to help stu-
dents grow in their faith 
through Spiritual, Social 
and Community outreach 
programs. We do this by 
helping each other to 
have a deeper relation-
ship with Jesus Christ 
and the Catholic Church 
which he founded. 

We are sponsored and 
funded by the ROMAN 
CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE 
OF NEWARK and char-
tered as a Class II orga-
nization of the Montclair 
State University Student 
Government Association 
(SGA). 

Hello Newman!

NEWMAN E-BOARD OFFICERS
President: Matthew Boyle - boylem5@mail.montclair.edu • V. President: Kelly Karcher - karcherk1@mail.montclair.edu • Treasurer: Veronica Haegele 

- haegelev1@mail.montclair.edu • Recording Secretary: Chelsea Pullion - pullionc1@mail.montclair.edu • Corresponding Secretary: Pru Welch - 
welchp2@mail.montclair.edu • Public Relations: Larry Muscat - muscatl1@mail.montclair.edu • 

Retreat Director: Brittany Tobjy - tobjyb1@mail.montclair.edu 

NEWMAN CATHOLIC CENTER STAFF
Director and Chaplain: Fr. Jim Chern - chernj@mail.montclair.edu; chernjam@comcast.net • Office Manager & Pastoral Associate: Mrs. Mary Kominsky 

- kominskym@mail.montclair.edu • Music Director: Mr. Bruce Mauro - B.Mauro1@verizon.net • 
Campus Minister: Mr. Mathew Higgins - higginsm1@mail.montclair.edu

THIS WEEK: SPRING SEMESTER KICK OFF CONTINUES!
Take a look at all the special events coming up this week.

UNSTOPPABLE 
SPRING RETREAT 

FRIDAY, FEB. 27 • SATURDAY, FEB. 28 • SUNDAY, MARCH 1

Responding to Pope Benedict XVI’s naming this year in the Church as 
“The Year of St. Paul”, this retreat is based on the Life of St. Paul.  Over 
this weekend, through talks prepared by fellow students, we will en-
counter the incredible power of God’s 
grace to convert and transform our 
lives.  We will learn how conversion 
is a life time process and empower us 
to become an UNSTOPPABLE force of 
God’s grace in our world.

THIS RETREAT IS BEING PLANNED, 
LED AND SPONSORED BY MEMBERS OF 
MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY (New-
man Campus Ministry) and RAMAPO 
COLLEGE (C.R.U. - Catholics at Ramapo United) aka. MONT-APO.  

Remember, our lock-in booked VERY QUICKLY. So quickly that we 
had to turn 7 people away for lack of room. REGISTER TODAY! The cost 
is $45.

TUESDAY, FEB. 3

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 4

FRIDAY, FEB. 6

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY, FEB. 1

BOOK CLUB REMINDER

Just a reminder that our New-
man Center Book Club will be 
continuing on this semester! 
We will be finishing up Allan F. 
Wright’s Silent Witnesses in the 
Gospels, and moving on to C.S. 
Lewis’s Mere Christianity. Meet-
ings will resume this week.

A note from “Bulletin Guy” dustin 
Faber: “I never had the opportunity 
to go on a retreat like this in college. 
It would have been so much fun to 
have a group like Newman back at 
ASU. Please don’t be like me, looking 
back on college wishing you had done 
something wonderful for the Lord: 
Please register and have a great time 
growing in faith.”
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Every day, all around the world, men, women 
and children are searching the NATIONAL 
MARROW DONOR PROGRAM REGISTRY for a 
life-saving donor like YOU.  
These patients have leukemia, lymphoma and 
other life-threatening diseases that can be 
treated by a bone marrow or cord blood trans-
plant. For many of these patients, a transplant 
may be the best and only hope of a cure.

MARROW DONOR CHEEK-SWABBING TESTING
Tuesday, February 10, 2009

12:00 PM to 6:00 PM
In the Student Center Ballrooms where the 
Montclair State Blood Drive is being con-
ducted

Sponsored by the: Newman Catholic Campus 
Ministry at Montclair State University

It takes just minutes to sign up and be tested 
to be a potential donor.  Your information will 
be entered into the National Bone Marrow 
Donor Registry where people search for a life 

saving match.  GO TO WWW.MARROW.ORG for 
more information and FAQ’s.
• The test consists of a simple cheek swab 
sample taken with a cotton swab.
• You should be in good health and between 
the ages of 18 and 60
• This is not a blood test (although you’re 
welcome and encouraged to participate in the 
Blood drive going on that day as well...)
• YOU PAY NOTHING - normally the cost to 
join the registry is over $50 to cover all the 
costs the registry incurs in typing new donors.

tion, which looking back 
was not a whole lot. I knew 
that as a Catholic I should 
not believe abortion is a 
reasonable “choice”, but 
my friend was in so much 
pain and it seemed that 
the abortion would fix 
everything. I was there as 
my best friend cried and 
struggled through a deci-
sion that I never imagined 
would have such a deep 
impact on my life.

My friend had an abor-
tion that day, she took the 
life of her unborn child, 
and I had directly helped 
her in doing so. 

I believe that sometimes 
we don’t know how much 
we are hurting until we 
come directly in contact 
with our pain. Last semes-
ter I took an internship 
with LIFENET, a pro-life 
organization and I fell 
face first in contact with 
my pain. I never imagined 
feeling so broken, over 
a decision that seemed 
out of my control, but as 
spent time at my intern-
ship I slowly fell apart. My 

friend’s abortion began to 
take its toll on me, and it 
was weighing me down. I 
went about my life, go-
ing to class, mass, rosary, 
e-board, lock-in meetings, 
work, parties, and anything 
that would keep my mind 
busy. I smiled through the 
pain and hide it from those 
around me, because I did 
not want to think about the 
pain that I was feeling and I 
did not know how to fix it. 

On the night before 
our fall lock-in we had the 
opportunity for confes-
sion. As I had for so long, 
I started my confession 
with the pain that was 
becoming unbearable. I 
confessed that I had helped 
my friend and that I could 
not forgive myself and after 
so many past confessions 
Jesus spoke clearly to me 
through the priest. And as 
we discussed my situation 
I was given the tools that I 
needed to start my journey 
of healing.

It’s been a few months 
since my confession that 
night and through prayer, a 
very special friendship, and 
my work with LIFENET, I 

have begun to forgive and 
put myself back together. 
I still have a long way to 
go, but after attending the 
March for Life last week, I 
know I am not alone.

There are so many 
things I can say about 
the march. Being around 
so many people (close to 
400,000) that share the 
same respect for life is 
incredible in itself, but I 
was also extremely blessed 
to have met, spent time, 
and marched with men and 
women who have found 
healing after abortion. 

The men and women of 
the SILENT NO MORE 
campaign are the living 
proof of God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. After find-
ing healing, they glow as 

beacons of strength and 
yet each unique witness 
echoes the pain and hurt 
that is abortion. The signs 
that read, “I Regret My 
Abortion” or “I Regret Lost 
Fatherhood” lined the start 
of the march and the back-
ground as they stood in 
front of the United States 
Supreme Court to share 
their witnesses. Over fifty 
men and women shared 
their witness at this year’s 
march, and I knew, after 
hearing each that God had 
placed me there for a rea-
son. I share something with 
each individual and find 
strength through their wit-
nesses. They are Silent No 
More and their strength 
has pushed me to take the 
next step in healing myself.

Pru Welch, Veronica Haegele and Mary Kominsky in front of the 
United States Supreme Court at the end of the Right to Life March 
on January 22.

Silent, page 1

I have begun to forgive and 
put myself back together.
I still have a long way to go, but after 
attending the March for Life last week, 
I know I am not alone.
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pay to perform or promote 
abortions overseas.  (Weren’t 
we in a fiscal crisis and told we 
couldn’t afford anything any-
more???)  Yet, sadly, the first 
week of our new president’s 
term of office, a day after the 
36th anniversary marking the 
legalization of killing babies in 
their mother’s wombs (Roe-v-
Wade) this was one of the first 
acts the new president made.

We still have time to make 
our voices heard.  There 
are still postcards available, 
which simply require you to 
sign them, and print out your 
address.  If you bring them to 
the Newman Center, we will 
provide postage and make 
sure the proper senator/ rep-
resentative from your district 
receives the postcard.  

In addition, I hope you’ll 
read Pru Welch’s story in this 
week’s bulletin.  She, along 
with Veronica Haegele joined 
Mary Kominsky down in 

Washington DC for the Right 
to Life March on January 22, 
2009.  I’m so happy that they 
were able to represent the 
Newman Center from Mont-
clair State at this important, 
peaceful, prayerful March.  
And Pru’s account gives just 
one more “testimony” to the 
pain that abortion wreaks on 
so many lives.

• One way that we live our 
pro-life message is consistent-
ly working to respect all life 
from conception to natural 
death  - How awesome that 
we have an opportunity to 
potentially save someone’s 
life?  A week from Monday 
(Feb 9th) we will hold our 
SECOND ANNUAL BONE 
MARROW DONOR DRIVE.  

As many of you know, my 

Niece and Goddaughter - 
Elizabeth “Lizzie” Kate Chern 
just over 2 years ago was 
diagnosed with a rare form of 
Leukemia.  After undergoing 
massive doses of chemothera-
py, it was determined that the 
best chance for her was to get 
a bone-marrow transplant.  
The difficulty was that no 
one in my family was a good 
enough match for Lizzie. 

But because some one 
- some special person out 
there simply swabbed the 
inside of their cheeks with a 
q-tip, filled out some forms, 
the NATIONAL MARROW 
REGISTRY was able to find a 
perfect match for Lizzie.  She 
still isn’t “out of the woods” 
- but, thank God, she turned 
3 a few weeks ago.  And every 

day is another step forward.
YOU - can be that life-

saver for someone.  You 
only need to go through that 
“cheek swabbing” once, so if 
you signed up last year, you’re 
already registered.  So if that’s 
the case - we’re counting on 
you to find two friends of 
yours to sign up at this year’s 
drive.  

Last year, we were able to 
enter 65 people in the Regis-
try - our goal is to double that 
this year - 130 on Feb 9th !  

If you’re able to help 
with the sign ups that day, 
please contact Joe Digangi 
at digangij1@mail.montclair.
edu 

Thanks in advance!
God Bless
Fr Jim

Fr. Jim, page 1

Q: What made you choose 
Montclair?
A: I chose Montcliar becuase 

it was 
close to 
home 
and so I 
would be 
able to 
commute 
to school 
and live 
at home. 
I did not 

really want to go away when I 
was in High school.

Q: What’s the highlight of 
your time in college?
A:  TThere are many mo-
ments in my college tenure 
that stand out, but one par-
ticular event that stands out 
is when I was elected Presi-

dent Pro Tempore of the SGA 
this past fall. This moment 
stands out because I was new 
to the SGA and I was run-
ning against a person that 
had been there for four years, 
so on paper one may say that 
she was more qualified, but 
apparently the legislature did 
not agree. 

Q: Name a time you felt God 
was really there for you that 
you needed him the most?
A:  One time that I recently 
felt that God was really there 
for me was when my grand-
father passsed away last 
winter. My family was pretty 
broken up by his passing and 
I looked to God for help. 
Coming to mass that week 
and just sitting at home pray-
ing really helped both me and 

my family. I felt that it was in 
large part my strong connec-
tion with God that enabled 
me to be there for the rest of 
my family and help them get 
through this time.

Q: What do you enjoy the 
most about Newman Catho-
lic Campus Ministry?
A: Personally I enjoy the co-
morodory and friendlyness I 
feel everytime I walk through 
the doors to go to Sunday 
mass. I am not the most in-
volved person when it comes 
to the Newman Center, but 
you would never know that 
looking in from an outside 
perspective. Because every 
time I see someone from the 
Newman Center I am always 
greeted with open arms. It is 
a nice change of pace to be 

in that kind of environment, 
even if only for a short time. 

Q: Where do you see your-
self in eight years?
A:  In eight years I honestly 
do not know where I will be, 
but I do see myself graduat-
ing from Montclair, then law 
school and either working for 
the Federal government in 
some type of law enforcement 
or working for a firm. I hope 
to be living on my own and 
possibly be settled down with 
a girl. I do not know where I 
will be living, most likely in 
the tri-state area..

Ross Fox is a sophomore at Montclair 
State University, majoring in Political 
Science.  Ross is the President-Pro-
Tempore of the Student Government 
Association (SGA) here at MSU.

Fox

5Qs, 5As with Ross Fox

myspace.com/msucatholic


